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Pulsar’s Axion range brought 
lightweight and compact to the 
forefront. A year after their first release, 
I’m looking at my pick for the best of 
the bunch, the updated XM30S, with 
its 30mm objective lens and modified 
320x240 12μm pixel pitch 
sensor, along with a Sony 
HD Amoled display at 
1024x768. A man-sized 
object is rated for detection 
up to 1,200m away with 
base level 4.5x 
magnification, digitally zooming 
up to 18x, either full screen or via 
the picture in picture function.

Eight colour palettes are available to 
suit personal preferences and 
environmental conditions as well as 
StreamVision functionality and video/
stills recording, with 16GB of on-board 
storage accessed via Micro-USB.

Details aside, what’s it like? 

Compact and portable are the 
priorities here. I’m using an Accolade 
XQ38 as my baseline Pulsar for all 
comparisons in terms of sensitivity and 
image quality. Firstly, the Axion is not 
quite as sensitive or detailed, but I was 

still able to pick up moving game, 
such as rabbits on the golf 
course at about 300m.

I think it’s fair to say they 
don't have the image quality 
of the Accolades, but they 
certainly enhance the Axion’s 

key capabilities with greater 
sensitivity. Zooming will always add 

further pixilation and I found 9x, double 
the base level, was my personal 
maximum for comfort, with a general 
preference (90% of the time) being 
4.5x for a wider field of view.

Where the Axion stands head and 
shoulders above the Accolade is in the 
compact daylight world. Operated with 
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TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS
Microbolometer resolution, pixels and pixel pitch: 320x240 12 μm
Display type and resolution: Sony Amoled 1,024x768
Objective lens: F30 /1.2 
Refresh rate: 50hz
Magnification: 4-16x with PIP
Range of detection: 1,200m (1.8m object)
IPX7 waterproof rated
Instant start up
Built-in video recording, wifi and image capture
B Pack mini battery pack system 

one hand, they drop easily into your 
pocket, while the smaller eyepiece 
offers incredible comfortable with a 
soft rubber collar fitting close into your 
eye socket, cutting out any interference 
from natural daylight.

Scanning with the wide field of view 
was as natural as with binoculars, 
which were simple to swap to for more 
detailed viewing once any heat source 
had been detected. As a night shooting 
tool, they will still pick up small game 
out to 300m in short cover, but not as 
well as the big Accolades or Helion in 
longer grass or crops.

Although I have plenty of experience 
with Pulsar kit at all price points, the 
Axion XM30s are the first that really 
stood out in terms of cost and 
performance without too much thermo/
optical compromise for the price while 
offering positive handling benefits. I 
hope to be using these for a few more 
months as I love the convenience and 
improved performance. 

ABOVE: The compact 
size and light weight 
make the Axion ideal as 
a stalking companion

£1,549.95

LEFT: The magnetic 
lens cap stuck to the 
strap prevents any 
flapping around
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